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Presentation

What are needs 

and wants?
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Imagine what would happen if… 

…but couldn’t
buy anything else.  

…a family spent 

all their money 

on toys…
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Video: What are needs and wants? 
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We need

air. 

What is a need?

A need is 

something 

we must

have in 

order to 

stay alive.

We need 

shelter 

(a home).

Sometimes

we need

medicine, if 

we’re ill. 

We need 

clothing 

(warmth).  

We need

water. 

We need 

food. 
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What is a want?
For example:

We want a television

We want a new toy

We want sweets

All of these things are nice to 

have, but we don’t need them. 

A want is 

something we 

would like to 

have, but we 

don’t need it 

in order to 

stay alive.



Fraud scene investigators| 6What are needs and wants? | 6

Can you sort the cards 
into needs and wants? 
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What are the things that you want?

Which is the 

most important 
to you? 
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What might 
the members 
of this family 
want? 

Do the things we 

want change as 

we get older? 


